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D I G E S T :  

P r - o t e s t  is  p rena tu re  w h e r e  i t  does n o t  
c o n c e r n  immediate  p r o c u r e m e n t  b u t  i n s t e a d  
c h a l l e n g e s  r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  o f  p o s s i b l e  
f u t u r e  so l  i c  i t a t  i o n s .  

M e t a l l i z i n g  Company of America,  I n c .  (MCA), a small  
b u s i n e s s  s u p p l i e r  o f  f l a m e  s p r a y  powder ,  o b j e c t s  t o  a 
p r o p o s e d  r e q u i r e m e n t  by  t h e  D e p a r - t m n t  o f  t h e  Navy t h a t  
f u t u r e  p u r c h a s e  r e q u i s i t i o n s  fo r -  f 1 amc s p r a y  powder  require 
v e n d o r s  t o  s u p p l y  d e t a i l e d  i n f o L m a t i o n  c o n c e L n i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p a r a m e t e r s  a n d  co3tinn p r n p ~ r  t i e s  of t h e i r  
p roduc t s  when app l i ed  w i t h  b !,s~ t i c u l a r  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  
e q u i p m e n t .  MCA e x p r e s s e s  c c ) n C r . L n  t h j t  t h e  Navy may 
u n f a i r l y  c i r c u m v e n t  p r o p e r  cor ' ; ! ) r - t i t ive p r o c u r e m e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s  b y  a c q u i r i n g  f l C 2 r n c -  s p r a y  powder u n d e r  so l i c i t a -  
t i o n s  t h a t  impose unnecessaL-y  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  a n d  t e s t i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o n  s u p p l i e r s .  MCA b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r e q u i r e m e n t  is r e s t r i c t i v e  a n d  reques ts  t h a t  o u r  O f f i c e  n o t  
permit  i t s  u s e .  

M C A ' s  o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  premature .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  MCA is 
s p e c u l a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  N a v y ' s  f u t u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f l a m e  
s p r a y  powder  w i l l  be r e s t r i c t i v e l y  m e t  t h r o u g h  a c i r c u m v e n -  
t i o n  of proper c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o c u r e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t h a t  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  f a i r n e s s  of f u t u r e  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  may be 
i m p a i r e d .  MCA is t h e r e b y  a n t i c i p a t i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  
f u t u r e  p r o c u r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t .  

O u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  a r e  r e s e r v e d  o n l y  f o r  
c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  a n  award  or p r o p o s e d  award of a 
c o n t r a c t  complies w i t h  s t a t u t o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  or o t h e r  
l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  K o o l s h a d e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  B-197897, 
September 2 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  80-2 CPD 1 6 4 .  T h e r e  is  no  a w a r d  or 
p r o p o s e d  a w a r d  a t  i s s u e  h e r e .  MCA is q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  
p r o p r i e t y  o f  f u t u r e  p r o c u r e m e n t s ,  n o t  a c u r r e n t  r e v i e w a b l e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c i rcumstances,  t h e  p ro tes t  is 
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premature and will n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d .  - I n c . ,  B-199359, September 5 ,  1980,  80-2 CPD 179;  Koolshade 
Corporat ion,  supra.  

General  Mills, 

The p r o t e s t  is  d i s m i s s e d .  

u /  
/-V Harry R. Van Cleve  

Act ing  General  Counsel  
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